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A Note From Mrs. McDonald
Dear families,

Today, all families will receive an email from PickUp Patrol (PUP)
encouraging you to input your child's dismissal for this school year.
You may not receive this email for families who may have registered
in the past 24 hours, but please prepare to share how your child or
children will dismiss before school begins next Wednesday. All new
and returning families will have to complete this process through
PUP for the new school year. To learn more about using PUP this
school year, please click here.

Kindergarten families, there has been a change of date for the event,
Start Strong | Kindergarten Edition. Please see the flyer below for
more details.

Our office is currently processing registration for those submitted. If
you have not registered yet, please do as soon as possible, as your
timely registration will ensure our team is prepared to welcome your
child to OTE.

To begin the registration process for the 2023-24 school year for
new students, go to www.bluevalleyk12.org/registration and click
"New Student Registration." For returning students, click https://ks-
blu-psv.edupoint.com/PXP2_Login.aspx to begin registering for the
new school year.

Families new to Blue Valley will be asked to create an online parent
account. Online registration will take approximately 20 minutes, an
important step in getting your student started with kindergarten!
You will be asked to pay fees later this spring.

Before you take off, please read the remainder of the newsletter
below for important information to begin the school year.

I hope you have a great weekend, families!

Sincerely,

Erica McDonald
Principal

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hEo5jmeeSp3MVs-Wz7lVYA2xAm8TLlIG/view?usp=sharing
http://www.bluevalleyk12.org/registration
https://ks-blu-psv.edupoint.com/PXP2_Login.aspx
https://cdn.smore.com/u/003b/6638a5ffcab0c65e221accaa59ca7de4.jpeg


Save-the-Date
Monday, August 14: PTO Board Meeting; 9:00 AM-11:00 AM
Monday, August 14: Sneak-a-Peek; 5:00 PM-6:00 PM
Wednesday, August 16: First Day of School and Kindergarten
Orientation
Friday, August 18: Skate Party at Skate City; 5:00 PM-7:00 PM
Thursday, August 24: Back-to-School Night; 5:00 PM-6:00 PM
Friday, September 1: PTO Board Meeting; 9:00 AM-11:00 AM
Monday, September 4: No School | Labor Day
Tuesday, September 5: No School | Professional Learning
Friday, September 8: OTE Carnival; 5:30 PM-8:00 PM
Thursday, September 14: PTO Restaurant Night; 4:00 PM-8:00 PM
Wednesday, September 20: Picture Day | Individual and Classroom
Friday, September 22: Birthday Book Lunch
Monday, September-Thursday, September 28: Fall Conferences
Thursday, September 28: No School EC-8 | Parent-Teacher
Conferences
Friday, September 29: No School | District-Wide Break

The PTO is already in full swing for the year ahead. Follow these simple steps to ensure you don't miss
any of the fun!

otepto.org

https://cdn.smore.com/u/47d0/0ba5aa8de69e0e24e441c82e499edaaf.png
http://otepto.org/


PTO Events | August

(Be sure you follow the simple steps above to receive the PTO emails
about all these fun events)

Friday, August 18th - Back to School Skate Party @ Skate City - 5-
7:00 p.m.
A percent of the OTE sales come back to the PTO.

Thursday, August 24th - Back to School Parent Social @ Rock &
Brews

Immediately following Back to School Night. Pop in, meet and
socialize with other OTE parents.

https://cdn.smore.com/u/e3c7/9501bbd5b98d3fbffb11ff4840d2ba89.png
https://cdn.smore.com/u/4a95/12dcc6cb0ba8dcf05ac4ff205fad7716.png


Friday, September 8th - Fall Carnival @ 5:30 p.m. Tickets are
available NOW; CLICK HERE!

Name: Denise Ortiz
Schooling: Bachelor of Science in Psychology from Texas A&M University; Master of Arts in
Educational Psychology from Teachers College, Columbia University
Number of Years Working in Schools: 2
Your Role at OTE: School Psychologist
Fun Fact About Me: I consider myself one of the best New York tour guides! I will gladly share my
itineraries.

https://www.otepto.org/carnival
https://cdn.smore.com/u/0edd/2308863101b55f088d4bcb94059bd031.png


OTE Library | "The family that reads together grows together."
Carmela Dutra
Mrs. Mason is looking for pictures of you and your family reading together to include on a bulletin
board across from the library. Email your pictures to jmason02@bluevalleyk12.org.

Attendance Message to Parents and Caregivers
Every day Overland Trail Elementary opens its doors to students for a day filled with learning. When a
student does not arrive at school or unexpectedly misses a portion of the school day, we are
concerned and want to ensure you know that your child is absent.

Beginning Thursday, Aug. 17, families will be notified of unexpected absences through email, phone,
text, and optional push notifications. Overland Trail Elementary families can expect automated
attendance messages by email, phone, and text at 9:35 AM. if a child is absent and his/her absence
has not already been reported by a parent/guardian. The parent or caregiver must call the school to
report an absence or reply to the automated email or phone message.
Families who would also like a push notification can download the ParentVUE app and manage their
notifications. A push notification will immediately be sent to the parent or caregiver's mobile device if a
child has an unreported absence when a teacher submits attendance.

mailto:jmason02@bluevalleyk12.org


Interested in push notifications? Download the ParentVUE app (iTunes app store or Google Play),
enable push notifications in device settings, and select attendance notifications through in-app
settings.

Boundary Adjustments
Board approves boundary adjustments for 2024-25 school year
At the June 12 Board of Education meeting, the board approved the
2022-23 Facility Planning Committee’s report, including boundary
adjustments that address elementary school enrollment and
building capacity issues. The approved boundary adjustments
impact several schools to keep contiguous attendance areas.
Boundary adjustments approved for the 2024-25 school year
include:

Deer Creek boundaries will be adjusted to attend Overland Trail
Elementary.
Sandstone Creek, Savoy, and Plaza Gardens boundaries will be
adjusted to attend Harmony Elementary. This adjustment will
also include a change in feeder pattern to Harmony Middle and
Blue Valley Northwest.
Glen Abbey & Villas of Chapel Green and Highland Villas and
Highlands Creek boundaries will be adjusted to attend Prairie
Star Elementary. This adjustment will also include a change in
feeder pattern to Prairie Star Middle and Blue Valley High.

The committee's work, including documents, maps, and
presentations, can be found on the district’s website.

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/parentvue/id412054615?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.FreeLance.ParentVUE&hl=en_US
https://www.bluevalleyk12.org/Page/34385
https://cdn.smore.com/u/0f2a/81661005691fc58c6e555eef74c5387a.png


Attendance Procedures
If your child will miss school, please call the Overland Trail Elementary attendance line at 913-239-7005
or email the attendance line at attendanceOTE@bluevalleyk12.org.

Please include your child's name (first and last), grade level, classroom teacher, and reason for the
absence. If leaving a message, please make sure you speak slowly and clearly. It is always helpful to
repeat the information as well. The Blue Valley School District has amended the district's attendance
policy (Board Policy 3200). Students will be permitted seven excused absences during the school
year for family emergencies, vacations, and personal business. Send a note to the teacher and the
office if your child is on vacation. Separate letters should be written for each child.

Attendance Reporting and Notifications
Families can expect automated attendance messages by email and text if a child is absent and their
absence has not already been reported by a parent/guardian. It is the responsibility of the
parent/guardian to report an absence or reply to the automated phone message.

What is the purpose of attendance notifications?
We realize that students may occasionally need to miss school for planned absences, illnesses, and
appointments. However, when a student does not arrive at school or unexpectedly misses a portion of
the school day, we are concerned and want to ensure you know your child is absent.

How can I get push notifications?
Families who would also like a push notification can download the ParentVUE app and manage their
notifications. A push notification will immediately be sent to the parent/guardian's mobile device if a
child has an unreported absence when a teacher submits attendance.

Are you interested in push notifications? Download the ParentVUE app (iTunes app store or Google
Play), enable push notifications in device settings, and select attendance notifications through in-app
settings. Once the app is downloaded, these instructions will help you complete the setup.

Arrival and Dismissal Procedures
Arrival Procedures:

1. Our school doors open at 8:25 AM. Children should not arrive before 8:25 AM.
2. School begins at 8:40 AM. After 8:40 AM, students are considered tardy. A parent or guardian

must come to the school's front entrance with their photo id to have their child signed in if they
arrive at school later than 8:40 AM.

3. The crosswalk will be closed starting at 8:25 AM. If your student needs extra assistance, park in
the parking lot closest to the playground. Do not park in the main parking lot.

4. Students should remain buckled in their seats until the vehicle stops in the traffic loop.
5. Cell phones should not be used while in the traffic loop.
6. Vehicles in the traffic loop will have the right of way and will be given priority over families walking

or going to the parking lot.

Dismissal Procedures:
1. Dismissal begins at 3:30 PM. Our goal is to complete dismissal by 4:00 PM.

mailto:attendanceOTE@bluevalleyk12.org
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/parentvue/id412054615?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.FreeLance.ParentVUE&hl=en_US
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1axq7d0Y_FaUVRfQmNhayc6TMeMfHftQZ/view?usp=sharing


2. Students who walk home will exit the building through the exit doors on the North side of the
building.

3. Students who walk home cannot stay on the OTE campus. Y-Care utilizes the building and
playground after school, Monday-Friday.

Durham Bus Services
If you wish for your child to be a bus rider, please visit the bus
website to sign them up:
Durham Bus Services. You can also sign up for text message alerts
for your student's bus.

Café (Cafeteria)
The breakfast and lunch menus can be found online here. You can also download the Nutrislice app to
access daily/weekly menus.

We will be excited to welcome visitors to our lunchroom again this year, starting after Labor Day,
Wednesday, September 7. We will practice cafè routines and procedures for the first couple of weeks.
As a reminder, we ask that you and your child enjoy your lunch at the table designated for students
and their visitor(s).

https://www.durhamschoolservices.com/blue-valley/
https://cdn.smore.com/u/c6ed/48350af6a2439c18fb438d526065c929.jpeg
https://bluevalleyk12.nutrislice.com/menu/overland-trail-elementary


Back to School Events
We are so excited to see our school community back on campus soon.
Back to School events are just around the corner, and we would like to
share our plans for welcoming everyone back and keeping everyone
safe.

Sneak-a-Peek: Monday, August 14 | 5:00 PM-6:00 PM
Sneak-a-Peek will take place on Monday, August 14. This event is where you will have the opportunity
to walk your child into the school, see their classroom, meet their teacher, take pictures, and see their
new learning space. Sneak-a-Peek is not required, but it will be an excellent opportunity for adults to
enter the building with their children.

Fi t D f S h l (G d 1 5) W d d A t 16

Safety Expectations | Food Deliveries
Food delivery services disrupt the learning environment and pose a potential security concern.
Various doors have been utilized, and most delivery service providers have unfamiliar faces that
are challenging to verify.
We will not accept meals delivered by paid delivery services during the school day for students.
These deliveries will be refused.

General Reminder for Visitors During the
School Day
Parents and Caregivers,

Our office staff wants to share a general reminder that all
elementary schools in the district utilize the buzz-in entry system for
visitors during the school day. Visitors will need to come to the front
of the school. At the front entrance, visitors will press the buzzer,
show government-issued photo identification, and state the purpose
of their visit each time they visit the school. If you arrive without
identification, the office will seek the administration's approval for
entry.

We ask that guests not hold the door open for another visitor once
they have been buzzed in. Instead, allow the door to close for
visitors to go through the above-mentioned procedures. We
appreciate the support of our safety procedures.

Overland Trail Elementary will open for visitors after Labor Day
beginning Wednesday, September 6, 2023.

Thank you,

Erica McDonald

https://cdn.smore.com/u/83bd/7b3aac5df50284dd3a3f9dcf2bf91387.jpeg
https://cdn.smore.com/u/7e3c/9a5c66c634639ca42b1e52ff8fa4e892.png


As nothing is more important than the safety of our students and staff, on the first day of school,
Wednesday, August 16, all elementary schools in Blue Valley will follow our routine safety procedures
at arrival time. Therefore, students will enter the building at the designated time of entry. Feel free to
come to campus and plan a goodbye, hug, and first-day photo with your child on our front lawn before
wishing them well on their first day. Thank you for understanding the importance of controlled access
during arrival.

Kindergarten Orientation: Wednesday, August 16
Our Kindergarten staff is prepared to invite our incoming students in with their parents for a session to
explore their new surroundings, meet new friends, and, hopefully, calm any fears or anxieties. Parents
and caregivers can ask questions, take pictures, communicate with the teacher about transportation,
and get to know a few children in the class. Following the schedule below, families should expect to
attend orientation according to their last name. Please sign up by clicking the session below that you
and your child are to attend.

Session 1 (9:00 AM-10:00 AM): Last names A-F
Session 2 (10:30 AM-11:30 AM): Last names G-O
Session 3 (1:00 PM-2:00 PM): Last names P-Z

First Day of School (Kindergarten): Thursday, August 17
Incoming Kindergarten families, please look for communication coming soon, specifically about
Kinderten Camp, the first two days of school for Kindergarten students. Kindergarten Camp will occur
Thursday, August 17, through Friday, August 18. On Monday, August 21, Kindergarten students will
begin learning in their assigned homeroom.

Back-to-School Night: Thursday, August 24 | 5:00 PM-6:00 PM
Back-to-School Night will take place on Thursday, August 24. This event is where you will have the
opportunity to learn more about your child's classroom and receive pertinent information that will
enable you to navigate the year easily. Additionally, you will learn how to volunteer with the Parent-
Teacher Organization (PTO) and contribute to your child's classroom events for the school year.
Overall, the one-hour open house will allow you to visit multiple classrooms, general education, and
beyond for Back-to-School Night and provide flexibility with how much time you spend in each learning
space.

Registration and Fees | 2023-2024
Parents and Caregivers,

Elementary school registration for the 2023-24 school year is open
and online now for all students. Registration is required annually
and is the time to update your child’s information and pay fees.
Completing registration confirms that your child will attend school
for the 2023-2024 school year. Thank you for providing important
information as part of the registration process. For more
registration information, visit www.bluevalleyk12.org/registration.

Thank you,

Yolonda Merritt

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc7zRQ2J2Ht_8jXWswUw7teQEdom5BLmMpVQEZ-UUo1-0jAhw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd45ufuowZ4Fos6WD-sgiwsZZaT7z3XPlSay4Qeg_lXp3NAKg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfG_abOLGU7lDiSZrlYGMpT5Stub-lCg5RibbJ4Vhlzq1vQGw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://ks-blu-psv.edupoint.com/
https://ks-blu-psv.edupoint.com/
http://www.bluevalleyk12.org/registration
https://cdn.smore.com/u/af74/d928610b70e47b8531e7f32e1b7fe526.png


Registrar
(913) 239-7000

YMCA Fall Enrollment Open
For parents unfamiliar with Y-Club, the YMCA operates within district elementary schools during the
school year. The program opens at 7:00 AM daily for early drop-off and stays open until 6:00 PM.
Please click here to find out where to learn more or register for the 2023-24 school year. Registration
opens on May 10th.

Incoming Kindergarten Information
Watch for my email on or around the first day of school. The email will describe a couple of surveys we
kindly request you complete. These surveys provide us with great information for helping your child.

Please click here to register your incoming Kindergarten student and gain the most recent information
shared with incoming Kindergarten families.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nHWvLpli00D4NPLJdVOJPOQ8NDeUGmO7/view?usp=sharing
https://www.smore.com/v3bu6h


Communication
Cougar Connect (Previously the OTE News): Cougar Connect, the
parent/caregiver newsletter, will be shared at the end of each school
week. These newsletters tend to be packed with information to keep
you updated and included in our school's events and activities. This
newsletter will also include Parent-Teacher Organization (PTO)
communication. Please read each newsletter and let us know if you
have any questions.

Attendance
Email: attendanceote@bluevalleyk12.org
Phone: (913) 239-7005

School Office:
Email: oteos@bluevalleyk12.org
Phone: (913) 239-7000

mailto:attendanceote@bluevalleyk12.org
mailto:oteos@bluevalleyk12.org
https://cdn.smore.com/u/1e1d/59f70199d27c29fcfd54215db05891d8.jpeg


Personal Devices
To provide the most effective learning spaces possible, the following
guidelines concerning personal cell phones (CP) and associated
personal technology devices (PTD) at the elementary school level are
in effect. Cell phones and personal technological devices are any
devices designed for personal communication, digital information
transfer, or electronic gaming/play.

Cell phones and personal technology devices are not allowed to be
used by elementary school students during the school day. The
school day is defined as anytime the student is on campus property
on a day school is in session. CP/PTDs are to be kept in backpacks
out of sight and powered off. Should the need arise for a student to
contact parents during the school day, the main office phone or the
classroom phone should be used for such a call. Should the need
arise for parents to contact their child, the main office phone should
be used for such a call. CP/PTDs may be used by the student only at
the request of the classroom teacher or other staff member.
CP/PTDs used to monitor identified student health needs, such as
blood sugar levels, are allowed and must be approved by the
principal.

Grades 3-12 | Grade Opt-In Option for Securly Filter
Parents and caregivers can now choose to place their 3-12th grade students in the High Restrictions
Filter Group for their district-issued device by signing up here. The link details the differences between
the Default and High Restrictions Policies.

Birthday Policy
Due to the growing number of food allergies and medical needs of students, OTE has a non-edible
treat policy. Students may bring non-edible birthday treats (e.g., pencils, stickers, etc.) per
arrangement with the classroom teacher. Remember that a birthday celebration should not take away
from instructional time.

Birthday Invitations: We ask that students not distribute invitations to private birthday parties at
school unless every class member receives an invitation.

https://cdn.smore.com/u/719a/3595e85b41606b7d0251244e0111a54e.png
https://bluevalleyk12-879569.workflowcloud.com/forms/e112b4c3-b7ef-4a54-8d93-c0b9418bf944


Kindergarten TidbitsKindergarten Tidbits

Please review the attached newsletter for information missed at Kindergarten Roundup and what to
look forward to as we begin a new school year at Overland Trail Elementary.

School Supply ListsSchool Supply Lists

District Calendar (2023-2024)District Calendar (2023-2024)

Nut-Safer Guidelines
At OTE, we have a wide variety of food allergens and restrictions. To
remain safe and to prevent exclusion, we don't accept food,
including items from the Nut-Safe List, to serve in school or send
home with students for birthday celebrations. This complies with
our non-edible birthday celebration. Essentially, we must remember
that sending food home is a risk for children as they transition
between school and home, putting our families in an undesirable
position when they cannot eat what is provided.

Blue Valley (BV) School's Nut Safer Guidelines for daily snacks will be
implemented throughout the school year.

· Classroom snacks must be from the Nut Safer list.
· Nut Safer seating is available in the café during lunch.

We appreciate your support as we work to be more preventative
with food safety measures to enhance student and staff safety.

The complete Nut Safer Foods and BV Guidelines can be found here.

https://www.smore.com/ehpun
https://www.bluevalleyk12.org/cms/lib/ks02212623/Centricity/Domain/1006/23-24%20School%20Supply%20Packet%20Ordering%20flyer%20and%20Supply%20List.pdf
https://www.bluevalleyk12.org/cms/lib/ks02212623/Centricity/Domain/8/2023-2024%20Calendar%20BOE%20Approved%20-Amended%2007.17.23.pdf
https://www.bluevalleyk12.org/cms/lib/ks02212623/Centricity/Domain/1006/NUT%20Guidelines%202022-2023%20FINAL.pdf
https://cdn.smore.com/u/fe5c/23830d94c46d658bb919e62e72d731a1.png


Overland Trail Elementary's HomepageOverland Trail Elementary's Homepage

Family HandbookFamily Handbook
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Office Staff
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